PART I
THE NEW DANUBIA
/                        (i) Introductory
IN the year 1938 two Central European dykes were
burst asunder.
Austria was originally raised by Otto I a thousand
years ago to protect western Christian civilization from
the incursions of Tartar tribes in the south-east. It was
for seven centuries the core of the Holy Roman Empire,
until Napoleon ended that Empire from the west; and
until 1918 Austria was the heart of a multi-racial Habs-
burg empire threatened by the Slavs under Russian
influence^ and by the newly united Prussianized Ger-
mans, But Austria collapsed finally and for good in
1938. After the ancient clyke had been breached by
the Nazi flood on March 12, 1938, the Danube flowed
brown.
The Nazi waters gradually rose round the straggling
natural barrier of another dyke, that of equally ancient
Bohemia, part of Austria from 1526 to 1918. A Germany
which had only been first united as a nation in 1870,
which had, like an ambitious parvenu, tried before the
Great War to master Austria-Hungary, and which had
been defeated by a world it had challenged, had by 1938
and in five years recruited such an array of force as to
burst both the dykes which preserved the Danubian
Basin from a German flood.
Bismarck, uniter of the German nation by " blood and
n